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THE SERVICE OF T. O. SANDY
IN THE UPLIFT OF VIRGINIA
RURAL LIFE
Thomas Oldham Sandy was born in Essex County, Virginia, in 1857. He was educated at private schools in that section of
the country, and later went to the Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, at Blacksburg, Virginia, where he graduated.
As a young man he directed the activities
of his father's farm and after finishing his
course at V. P. L, he lived in Westmoreland
County, where he engaged in farming and
raising improved, cattle and horses.
In 1891 he married Miss Fleetie Millei
of Nottaway County, and from then until
the time of his death (June 7, 1919) he lived
at the old Miller home, "The Grove," near
Burkeville, Virginia.
He travelled for a Baltimore fertilizer
firm three years before giving personal attention to his farm, which was in a depleted
condition from being worked by tenants for
many years. By his method of farming it was
brought to a high state of cultivation.
As a farmer he was a man in advance of
his time. His farm was located in the tobacco belt of Virginia, the one crop section,
where farmers grew tobacco and bought
much of their wheat, corn, hay, and meats
from the West. Mr. Sandy boldly criticised
this system of farming and asserted that no
section of the country could long maintain
its economic independence with such practices.
He also affirmed that, with proper care of
land in Eastern Virginia, grass, pastures,
alfalfa, and live stock could be made to pay
as well as in the West. He was the first person to advocate raising alfalfa and mixed
grasses in Eastern Virginia, use of lime on
our lands, building silos, dairying, and better
breeds of cattle for dairying. He began to
practice on his own farm deep plowing, better
seed beds, and intelligent use of commercial
fertilizers and lime. The results were larger crops of grain, mixed grasses, and alfalfa.
These practices of his have been followed on
farms in many sections of the state with most
favorable results. Besides the reputation he
had for soil building he specialized on Holstein cows, Berkshire hogs, Plymouth Rock
chickens, and Hackney horses.
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At that early date dairying was almost
unknown in his part of the state. There
were very few dairy cows and no highly improved stock.
He earnestly believed that
dairying could be made a great industry for
it was near many large cities where markets
could be found for milk and cream; and the
South was ready to buy the surplus of improved cattle.
Acting on his belief that
dairying could be made to pay with the best
cows that could be gotten and with the best
feed and pastures, he sold out his herd and
went to New York and purchased a small
herd of highly bred animals, which became
his foundation stock. At this time that appeared a very radical thing to do, but the
future indicated his great foresight.
His first effort was local and directed to
persuading his neighbors to follow those principles which he advocated. Working on this
line, his new neighbors in Nottoway began
to mark him as a man who could "do things".
His optimism was of the contagious kind;
his progress was the simple story of doing
the everyday duties in the right spirit.
By his influence, dairying has become
quite an industry around his home town, and
on these farms there are many herds of finely
bred cattle. His influence has been felt far
beyond the confines of his section and has
added much to the wealth of Eastern Virginia.
Mr. Sandy believed that the marketing
of farm crops had to be done more intelligently; that the best stuff would demand a
price and a premium; that farmers ought to
grade their produce, pack in attractive containers, and sell in large quantities. He also
believed that they should buy lime, fertilizer,
and grass seed in large quantities by joining
together. In the nomenclature of today this
was truly co-operative marketing.
Mr. Sandy was greatly influenced by Db.
Seaman A. Knapp, the great agricultural
philosopher of the last fifty years in America
and the founder of Extension Work. Th's
man loved the country with an indescribable
devotion. He saw that the stability of our
great nation meant keeping pure, happy and
prosperous the rural life of the country.
From this great high priest of southern agriculture, Mr. Sandy absorbed the highest impulses, and from then until the day of his
death he was aflame with the spirit of sacrifice and service.
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He was put at the head of Extension
Work in the state in 1907, Dr. Knapp appointing him, and held the position for ten
years when, on account of failing health, he
had to resign.
The present form of Agricultural Extension Work is the outgrowth of farmers'
co-operative demonstration work conducted
by the United States Department of Agriculture, which was started in Virginia in 1907 in
two or three counties, with Mr. Sandy as a
County Farm Demonstration Agent. A
year or two later he was appointed State
Farm Demonstration Agent. His work was
with men only. In 1908 work with boys,
known as Boys' Com Clubs, was started!
Similar work for girls was started in Halifax and Nottaway Counties, June, 1910. In
1914 work for women, as well as for girls,
was definitely taken up. Great work has
been accomplished along this line.
In the fall of 1917 work for boys and
girls in Virginia was combined under what
is known as Boys' and Girls' Agricultural
and Home Economics Clubs.
Most people think that the old Farm
Demonstration work was originated and carried on by the Department of. Agriculture,
Such is not the case. In the last analysis
the Farm Demonstration work was really
due to those great leaders and moulders of
public opinion of the South, who carried on
a campaign for better common schools
throughout the South. These were no less
than educational crusades and within a single
decade made the most amazing change in
the literacy of the southern states. Among
these men were such great southerners as
Walter Page, late ambassador to England;
Chas, W. Dabney, later president of the
University of Cincinnati; P. P. Claxjton,
later Commissioner of Education; S. C.
Mitchell, of Richmond University; Edwin
A. Alderman, president of the University of
Virginia; Bruce R. Payne, president of
George Peabody College. Robert C. Ogden
and Dr. H. B. Frissell, two northerners,
were closely associated with and intensely interested in the educational problems of the
South also.
The great effort put forth by these men
resulted in cutting down illiteracy and increasing the annual appropriation of the
southern states for common school education,
many, many millions of dollars being spent
annually.

170

This body of men was originally known
as the outhern Education Board, but later on
the leaders of the board became identified with
the General Education Board. Some of the
same leaders and workers from the South saw
the need of improved farms, and homes, and
lands, as well as improved schools, and they
originated the plan of the Farm Demonstration Work.
Dr. H. B. Frissell, a member of the old
Southern Education Board and later a member of the General Education Board, was
among those instrumental in securing the
services of Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, whose
success in fighting the boll weavil by new
methods of farming had made him famous,
and Mr. Sandy who had made of poor red
clay lands a farm that was famous for its
production before Farm Demonstration Won:
of the South had been dreamed of.
The Farm Demonstration Work, sponsored and financed by the General Education
Board, devoted its energies to the wise expenditure of large funds each year in behalf
of education and rural life enrichment
throughout America. Those leaders who
planned the movement had great inspiration
and vision, but to such leaders as Seaman A.
Knapp and T. O. Sandy, who never lost the
vision while carrying it through to the successful culmination of a system which is now
supported by the states, counties, and central
government, belongs the greatest credit, because they literally gave thier lives for their
country.
The purpose of the Extension Division
is t'o disseminate information gained first
through research and investigations by agricultural colleges and experiment stations and
the United States Department of Agriculture, and the second by results obtained bv
the best farmers and home-keepers to individuals, farmers, and home-keepers of the
state, that their farm and home problems
might be successfully solved.
The scope of work done by the Extension
Division at present is so broad that there are
few farm or home problems that they can not
help solve and the service is free, honest, and
impartial to all people within the state. The
information is imparted by personal visits,
meetings, newspaper articles, bulletins, circulars, and correspondence of county, farm,
and home demonstration agents and specialists, through boys'
girls' aand women's
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club work, and other associations and organizations.
"The Extension Division is financed by
appropriations made (i) directly to the
United States Department of Agriculture
for farmers' co-operative demonstration work;
(2) appropriation for co-operative extension
work in accordance with the terms of the
Federal Smith-Lever Act; (3) direct appropriation from the general assembly of the
state; (4) by appropriations and contributions
from counties and cities; (5) associations of
farmers and individual farmers, colleges,
boards of trade, chambers of commerce,
through local associations of business men and
individuals within the state."1
Besides taking such an active part in Extension Work, Mr. Sandy also advocated good
public schools. He was the founder of the
Haytokah Agricultural High School at
Burkeville, Virginia. He was on the school
board during all the trying years when the
building was in process of erection, and
would not desert his post of duty until the
debts and obligations had been almost cleared.
This school has meant a great deal to the
boys and girls living in Nottoway County
and the surrounding counties. The majority
of the number of pupils enrolled consists of
boys and girls from rural districts; Two or
three school wagons are run, besides a number of private cars. Up to 1921 a dormitory, accommodating twenty-five or more students, was run in connection with the school,
in order that the poor boys and girls desiring
an education could be given tfie opportunity
to work their way through school. The
school is an accredited high school and graduates can enter any college in the state without taking examinations. Shortly after the
completion of the school Mr. Sandy wrote
the following paragraph in a bulletin sent
out from the school to the boys and girls of
southside Virginia:
"Times have changed since I was a hoy.
The Old South has passed away forever and
in its place has come the New South. The
wealth of the Old lay in its negro slaves, the
wealth of the New lies in its boys and girls.
Intelligence and training have taken the place
of negro muscle and the dagon plow. The
new must he developed along new lines. We
need more men and women than phosphate.
We are short on the former and long on the
latter. I congratulate you upon the splendid
possibilities of the New South and the mag1

Report of Extension Work, May, 1919.

[Vol. Ill, No. 7

niflcent opportunities that lie before you for
success as citizens of a new era. Verily, the
door of hope stands ajar for you and bids you
enter, yea, challenges you to enter. In order to meet these opportunities you must be
prepared. You must be trained along the
right lines. The hope of the future development of Southside Virginia lies in the soil, so
then your education and training must be of
such nature as to fit you for future occupation
of the soil. It must be agricultural and industrial rather than classical. I commend to
you the farm as the beat place to live and an
agricultural school as the best place to get
your training."
The work of Mr. Sandy can best be commemorated through the following letters
received from his friends who worked with
him in helping to enrich Virginia Rural
Life.
Dr. S. C. Mitchell writes:
"The sources are written on the face of
Virginia's fields.
"I went in 1905 to Burkeville Baptist
church to preach one Sunday morning. T. O.
Sandy invited me to dinner. As soon as I entered his family carriage, it was clear from the
harness and horses 'Here is a Superior farmer'.
The table was beautiful; the home thrifty; the
fields were well kept; corn crops everywhere;
and fences and barns excellent. He showed
me his fine herds. He separated the cream
and sent It to Shepard's in Richmond.
"The farm of his wife and her maiden
sister had been desperately poor. He had built
it up. I saw at a glance, he had a gospel for
Virginia farmers, a gospel which had grown
up in his own experience, the enrichment of
rural life. He had a joy in his job as a farmer. He was every Inch a man and counted
in school, church, and community as a force
for progress.
When Seaman A. Knapp started his
Demonstration Farm Movement in co-operation
with the United States Department of Agriculture and the General Education Board I
stopped over at Burkeville on my way to
Lynchburg to talk with Sandy as to beginning
such a demonstration work in Virginia. He
seemed willing. In Lynchburg I wrote at
once to Wallace Buttrick, secretary of the
General Education Board, that Sandy was a
good man to start this work in Virginia. Before the General Board reached a decision in
the matter, I as president of the Co-operative
Education Association of Virginia proposed
that we get the work under way by employing
Sandy at a yearly salary to go from community to community and tell what he had
done to groups of farmers by giving demonstrations in different neighborhoods.
Howshould we pay his salary? I went to Charlottesville to see Dr. Alderman about it. He
and I agreed that the work must be begun, and
we guaranteed the salary for a year thru the
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Cooperative Education Association. Tlien
Sandy was launched. His common sense and
energy transformed Virginia.
Knapp took
him up. Virginia took him up. He had the
stuff in him.
"He had spent a while at V. P. I. Great
credit is due that school for what it taught
him. T. 0. Sandy is a standing exhibit of
what V. P. I. and such colleges are doing for
America.
"His personality was solid, and Virginia
had great need. Slavery had wasted the
South's main bank account. The fundamental
problem of the South is the recovery of the
fertility of the soil."
Mr. Bruce R. Payne, president of George
Peabody College for Teachers, says:
"Mr. Sandy impressed me first of all, as
a steady worker, a very practical man, and a
very hopeful man. All that I should have to
write about him would be centered around
these three points.: his energy, his practical
knowledge of all there is around farm life,
and his very great optimism."
John Stewart Bryan, president and publisher of The News-Leader, Richnaond, Virginia, says:
"Mr. Sandy was a constant inspiration to
every one who was engaged in the improvement of rural Virginia. He not only had faith
in the fact that Virginia could be improved,
but he demonstrated that faith in buying land
that was lying idle and developing it by scientific farming into land that was comparable
with the best soil in the state."
Mr. John R. Hutcheson, Director of
Division of Extension Work, Blacksburg,
Virginia, writes;
"I was closely associated with Mr. Sandy
for a period of five years and I want to say
that I consider him one of the greatest friends
of country people who ever lived in the stafe.
His optimism and foresight laid a firm foundation for extension work in this state. His
big heart and personal interest in his men
made him greatly beloved by all of them."
Mr. F. S,. Farrar, Burkeville, Virginia,
writes:
"I worked with Mr. Sandy for ten years
and can not say too much for him. As a
farmer, as a private citizen, and as public official he was a most conspicuous man. No
one of his day or generation has left behind
more enduring movements of human service
for country life."
In conclusiion I might state that Mr.
Sandy's success was due first of all to his desire to be of sericve to every man who cultivated the soil. But many a man has this desire without other qualifications. In addition
to the desire, Mr. Sandy had a great vision of
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what was needed, and he knew the step to
meet the need. He was intensely practical.
He was one of the most patient of men;
kindliness simply radiated from him; and he
had remarkable persuasive powers. He was
unsurpassed in his power of persuading men;
and his power was due to the fact that he was
practical, kindly, and knew his grounds.
Mary Louise Overton

HI
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN VIRGINIA
What more appropriate way could Virginia have chosen to honor her heroes of the
late war than through the erection of a
Memorial Library?
Following a senate
joint resolution adopted at the extra session
of the General Assembly in 1919, a commission was appointed to recommend to the General Assembly the erection of a suitable state
memorial to the soldiers, sailors, marines and
women who gave their services and in some
cases lost their lives in the Woild War.
Often we see men, the men who helped
to build our nation—and surely Virginia has
given her quota of them—remembered by
memorials entirely unworthy of them—
statues, brass and marble, recumbent and
equestrian. Art? Yes, sometimes. But we
have enough of that type of art. Instead of
this the recent commission selected a more fittin memorial, one whose motto is the same
as that of the heroes it represents, "service";
one which will function vitally in the everyday
lives of the citizens of Virginia.
A MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The General Assembly1 appropriated to finance the Memorial Library $125,000 for the
year ending February 1921, and $125,000 for
the year ending 1922. This meant that before
the meeting of the 1922 Legislature, there was
$250,000 in1 the state treasury for the purpose
of building the library. The state further
pledged her faith as far as she could under the
present constitution that she would, by her
legislature of 1922, appropriate $125,000 for
the appropriation year ending February 1923,
and $125,000 for the appropriation year ending
1924. This would have totaled $500,000.
lActs of the General Assembly of Virginia,
1920.

